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roof. They had a joint-interest in the
heritage, and worshipped the same tutelary
gods, the trusted guardians of the hearth
and plough. Implicit obedience to the
dampati or domestic chief drew the bonds
of blood still closer. In the wars of pagan
England, the boar-crested helmet of the
dampati glittered amidst the ashen shafts
and linden shields of his loving kinsmen.
The Saxon as well as the Vedic host marched
into battle, drawn up in families and clans.1
Within the shelter of the clan all men were
freemen because they shared all things in
common. But the spirit of clannish inde-
pendence was narrow and full of jealousy.
Freedom could not burst into wider bounds,
and rest securely on the nation's will, under
the paternal government of the Hindu dam-
pati. At his death, the eldest son succeeded
to the management of the estate, and the
supreme control of the joint-household. If
the younger brothers chose to separate, and
set up house for themselves, they were
welcome to do so, and Manu gives full

1 The suffix "ing" is characteristic of English clan
names, e.g., the Readings who settled in Berkshire, or
the Farings who planted their freeholds on the downs of
Farring&w.